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March 5, 2018 

 

 RE: National Walkout Day Against School Violence, March 14, 2018/Student Voice Session 

 

Dear Families: 

 

You may have heard discussion in the news or on social media regarding the upcoming National Walkout Day 

Against School Violence on March 14
th

. These news stories discuss a variety of ways that districts will be handling this 

event. Please allow this communication to address how Lakewood Public Schools will engage this movement. 

 

 First and foremost, we believe it is important to provide students an opportunity to express themselves while not 

disrupting the academic environment of other students/staff. We also believe these opportunities of expression should be 

safe, orderly, and structured for those involved. 

 

 Our middle and high schools will provide a time and place for those students who wish to express themselves by 

participating in a student voice event. (This is an optional event.) The following procedures and safety precautions will be 

in place to ensure the event proceeds safely, including:  

 

1. Setting a single, specific time for the event to begin and end; 

2. Informing students, staff, and parents of the procedures for the event; 

3. Working with local law enforcement to secure the school’s property (e.g., a parking lot or driveway where 

participants will congregate) if needed; 

4. Consider limiting exits for leaving and returning to the school; and 

5. Ensuring that the event is adequately supervised by school staff. 

 

There will be a time of dialogue during these events; we believe dialogue is an important part of any teachable 

moment. Each building will communicate the specifics of their event to their students and parents. Again, these events are 

strictly optional. 

 

At our elementary buildings during the week of March 12, staff will be incorporating additional teaching time and 

age-appropriate discussion on safety through PBIS lessons. We would encourage parents to have parallel conversations 

about safety during this week; partnership with home is a key to success. See the following links for resources on these 

discussions with your children. 

 

Students and staff who disrupt school operations by participating in non-sanctioned walkouts or not complying with 

the rules of a sanctioned walkout may be disciplined in accordance with board policy and handbooks. 

 

One last thought: I would like to encourage all to “walk up.” Walk up and introduce yourself to someone you don’t 

know; walk up and intervene for others who need help; walk up to someone sitting alone at the lunch table or in class; 

walk up to someone who needs supported. We can all do more to create a culture of caring and safety in our schools and 

communities. Sometimes, it is as simple as walking up and forging a new relationship with others. 

 

      For Safety and Success, 

 

 

      

 

Randall J. Fleenor 

http://www.lakewoodps.org/
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Resources 

 

“Emergency Lesson Plans" for helping children cope with an emergent crisis.  

http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/bailey/resources/papers/trauma/lessons.html 

 

American Psychological Association: Talking with Kids About School Shootings for Parents 

http://www.apa.org/topics/violence/school-shooting.aspx 

 

Child Trauma Toolkit for Educators  

https://wmich.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/u57/2013/child-trauma-toolkit.pdf 

 

Responding to Traumatic Events: Learn how to help children cope with trauma 

https://childmind.org/topics/concerns/responding-to-traumatic-events/ 

 

Going Back to School After a Tragedy 

https://childmind.org/article/going-back-school-tragedy/ 

 

Nine Tips for Talking to kids about trauma 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/nine_tips_for_talking_to_kids_about_trauma 
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